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"GOOD OLD TIMES" A MYTH

Chicago, 111. The Union Leader,
official magazine of the Chicago Street
Car Men's Unions, shatters illusions of
the "good old days" as follows :

"In the 'good old days' we had no
Union. We had no rights, no free-
dom. Our wage was low and our hours
of labor long. We carried tool boxes,
headlights, redlighls, brooms, lamp
cleaners and transfer stamps. We were
assessed for breakage or damage
through accidents and discharged if
we refused to pay it. We lost our sen-
iority on a 'miss' and when this cruel
rule was abandoned the emergency list
took its place. On the emergency list
we had to report at 4 .:!() in the morn-
ing, no matter what time we got in
the night before, and had to hold the
bench all day, our only chance for
work being a 'snipe,' due to trainmen
being too sick to continue or pulled
off their runs for some trivial offense.
If we missed on the emergency list
the penalty was increased, and invar--
lauiy a nan dozen misses' was a crim-
inal offense and brought discharge.
We were laid off, fired, sweated and
probably reinstated, just as the spirit
moved any petty official.

"We were herded for political pur-
poses and sent out to obtain right-of-wa- y

consent of property holders. We
were putty in the hands of the bosses
and they fashioned us at will to suit
their purpose. They kept us divided
on all matters but company business.
They fed and nourished tlta "deepest
prejudices. They engendered hate and
bitterness. They kept the driver at the
throat of the conductor and vice versa.
They had one employe reporting the
other. Spotters in the ranks were as
thick as soldiers in Europe. Many of
them in their cups made open boast of
receiving the second pay envelope' for
spotting service. The company was
kept well informed on their employes' ac-
tions. To breathe discontent meant sure
discharge.

"These were the 'good old days' before
the Amalgamated liberated us from
tyrannical conditions. They were the
days when brute rule dominated in the
traction business and reason was an un-
known element in the treatment of em-
ployes."

CONDUCTORSAND TRAINMEN

May "(Jo After" Kvcry llontl in
United State and Canada.

Chicago, Plans are being perfected
by the Order of Railroad Conductors and
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen,
which have 200,000 members, to pre-
sent three demands to every railroad in
the United States and Canada. It will
be the most stupendous movement ever
inaugurated by organized workmen.

The Rrotherhood of Locomotive En-
gineers and Rrotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen and Engiiicmen, with I.IO.OOO
members, have been invited to join in
the concerted effort to secure these con-
cessions:

Eight-hou- r day, time and one-fift- h for
overtime, overtime in passenger service
to be paid on a basis of 2.") instead of 15
miles per hour. Heretofore the conduc-
tors and trainmen have divided the coun-
try into three districts the Eastern,
Western and Southeastern. When con-

cessions have been asked each district
has acted independently of the others.
Now it is proposed to unite the three
districts and make a concerted demand
for the three concessions. No other sub-

ject will be considered.
The Western and Southeastern districts

have voted to unite, and representatives
of the Eastern district will decide in a
few days to join in the movement. The
locomotive firemen arc said to be in favor
of the plan while the leading officials of
the Rrotherhood of Locomotive engin-
eers have been agitating for such a move-
ment for months.

Agreements between the Western rail-
roads and locomotive engineers and fire-

men do not expire until May 11, 1910. If
they join in the new wage movement the
demands will be presented to every rail-
road March 1, 1010. This will give 00
days' notice as required by many of the
contracts. If they do not join, the con-

ductors and trainmen will act alone some
time in December.
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C IT IKS OX HA SIS.

Columbus, Ohio Thousands of
municipal employes in Ohio will work-onl- y

eight hours a day because of an
official ruling by Attorney General
Turner, which includes;

"Persons employed in cleaning
streets, as well as those engaged in
their construction or repair, and per-
sons engaged in the construction or
repair of municipal power, heat, light
and water plants, wharves, docks,
waterways and" sewers, or engaged in
the construction or operation of any
public undertaking of a structural na-

ture of substantial permanence, ca-
pable of being regarded as of public
utility, service and interest."

OI'I'OSK lilAllllilTV KlltMS.

Cincinnati, O. The executive com-
mittee of the State Federation of La- -
lior has voted to oppose the order of
State Insurance Commissioner Tag-gar- t,

which permits private liability
insurance companies to write work-
men's compensation policies. These
concerns have been attempting to
weaken the law ever since its passage,
and the recent order by the insurance
commissioner reverses the policv of a
former administration.

The Unionists have resolved to cm-pl-

counsel and ask the -- State Su-
preme Court to rule on the legality of
the commissioner's order.

KIKIt IIAKDIK HAS lASSKI)
AWAY.

Glasgow, Scotland James' Kier
Hardie, the well-know- n British Trade
Unionist, died in this city last week
of pneumonia. Deceased was born in
Scotland in 18.10 and worked in the
mines until he was 21. He was chair-
man of the Independent Labor party
from 1801! until 1000 and led the labor
party in the House of Commons from
1000 until 1008. In 1012 he visited the
United States.

OAXADIAX I j AW IS CKITICIKKI).

Toronto, Ontario Criticism of the
proposed amendments to the Lemicux
act, known as the industrial disputes
investigation act, was made by dele-
gates to the District Labor Council,
The law was passed in 1007 and ap-
plies only to public utilities and min-
ing, except where both parties agree
to invoke it. In either case a board
is appointed by the government and
liotl employer and employe is obliged
to give at Jcast III) days' notice of in-

tended change in wages or hours of
employment. Neither side can enforce
a strike or lockout during this period.
The act was intended to encourage
amicable settlements by conciliation
and arbitration. Canadian Unionists
have expressed dissatisfaction with the
law and many claim that employers
use the 110 days' "grace" to prepare for
strikes.

The proposed amendments, its
authors insist, will remove a number
of objections to the law, but Unionists
in this city, hold different opinions.
One section provides that if any work-
er orders, declares, counsels, incites,
encourages or aids "in any manner"
employes to go or continue on "an
unlawful strike," they shall be fined not
Jess than $.10 nor more than $1,000
if they are employes of the establish-
ment. If they are not employes the
fine is doubled and they are liable to
imprisonment "for any period not ex-
ceeding six months."

COUUT WON'T IXTKIIFKIIK.

Chicago, 111. Because of irregulari-
ties, Business Agent Nels Risgaard was
ousted from the Flat Janitors' Union.
He was granted an injunction against
officers of the Union debarring them
from taking his name off the ballot to
be used in the election of officers.
Officers of the Union convinced Judge
Sullivan of the Superior Court that
the election was legal and the writ
was dissolved the next day.

THE LABOR ADVOCATE
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liVitir.
A I Jolson in "Dancing Around,"

the "mastodon of musical extrava-
ganza" from the Winter Garden, New
York, will be the attraction at the
Lyric next week, beginning Sunday.
The last lime Al Jolson was seen in the
West was in "The Honeymoon' Ex-
press," a musical extravaganza in
which he empcrsonated, the uproarious
"Gus." In "Dancing Around" Al JoJ-so- n

will again be seen as "Gus," a char-
acter which he has impersonated in all
Winter Garden shows. This "Mang-
ier of Melancholy and Hounccr of the
nines" has made popular so many
songs that it will be no surprise dur-
ing his engagement at the Lyric to
near linn in several new ofTerintrs'
ccpiaiiuig ins oiu successes, tor as a
singer of comic and sentimental dit-
ties he has no equal on the stage of our
time. When he returned from England
last summer he brought back with him
a song, "Sister Susie Sewing Shirts
for Soldiers." Others have made use
of this ditty, but it is said that until
you have heard Jolson sing it you can
have no idea of its comic possibilities.
Others of Jolson's songs arc: "When
urown up l.auics Act Like Rabies,"
"I'm Seeking for Siegfried," "Every-
body Rag with Me," and "Tennessee,
I Hear Vou Calling." It is no unusual
thing for Jolson to sing at least a dozen
songs a night. "Dancing Around,"
which has been called an, "uproarious
upheaval of lingerie and laughter," is
in two acts and twelve scenes. Resides
the rose-tinte- d elevated rnnwnv. tliore
will be several spectacular effects. "The
Startling Ballet of Shadows," "The
Cubist Carnival," "A Night on a Vene-
tian Canal," and "The Thrillinir Pur
suit of the Edinburgh Express." Un- -
iiice many winter Uardcn shows,
"Dancing Around" has a history a
story which mav be halted at anv rime.
however, by the irresistible Jolson, who
lately said that he had spoiled the plot
of every Winter Garden show in which
lie Had appeared. Resides being "Gus"
in "Dancing Around," Jolson will bob
up as a Hindoo Prince, as a barber, a
gondolier, a Swiss guide and as Mag-
nesia, the Maid. He even appears in
white face in the last act. Jolson has
many songs and lots to do in "Dancing
Around." In a company of more than
one hundred people the more import-
ant principals arc: Frank Carter, Kitty
Doner, Harry Clarke, Fred Leslie.
Eileen Molyncux, Rac Bowdin. Earl
Foxe. Harry Wardcll, Harry Wilcox,
Ted Doner, and of course, the "Wig-
gling Wave of Winsome Witches."

GHAX1).
At the Grand Opera House, for one

week, beginnig Monday night, October
IS, that delightful actress Miss Margaret
Illington, will present her latest suc-
cess, "The Lie," that she produced
early last season at the Harris Theatre,
New York City, and which ran at that
playhouse for practically a year. "The
Lie" is from the pen of Henry Arthur
Jones, one of the three foremost of
England's playwrights, and so keen was
be that Miss Illington should create the
role of "Elinor Shale" in the nlav. that
he postponed its production in this
country considerably over a year, or
until Miss Illington became available.
Margaret Illington is beyond question
the leading American-bor- n exponent of
the big roles of the drama on the stage
at the present time roles that call for
strong emotional work blended with
the dainty finish necessary in the
lighter scenes that require the finished
comedienne. In this play she is said
to be "thoughtful, expert, honest and
powerful," playing the role entrusted
to her "most naturally and forcefully."

The story Mr. Jones has told in "The
Lie," briefly, concerns two young wo-
men, sisters. They are the last of their
family, which has become very much
impoverished, and they are living with
their grandfather at Shale Abbey, in
one of the smaller English country
towns. The abbey has fallen into much
decay. Elinor, the elder (the role
played by Miss Illington), is a splendid
woman, truthful, honest and consider-
ate, who humors her bibulous old
grandfather, and who tries to do the
right thing by everybody. Lucy, the
younger, is frivolous and worldly.
Perhaps she is not inclined to be vic-

ious, she is the direct antithesis of
her sister in every way. Her motto in
everything appears to be, "The end
justifies the means," no matter what
those means may be. Elinor has sacri-
ficed everything for Lucy's good, and
she even gives upthe man she is fond
of to her sister without a murmur, al-

though her heart is nearly broken. But
when the truth comes out and the cruel
lie that Lucy has told about her sister
becomes known, Elinor is magnificent
in her wrath, and in two particularly,
strong dramatic scenes, it is all brought
home to Lucy. The story is interesting
and well told, and, like all of Mr
Jones' nlavs, the dramatic scenes are
particularly strong.

The production is said to be elabor-
ate anil handsome, and there are four
acts in the plav. Miss Illington is sup-

ported by her New York cast, which in-

cludes C. Aubrey Smith, G. W. Anson
Mercedes Desniore, Richard Ilntteras,
Thomas O'Mallcy, Virginia Chativc
nt. K""t. Elsie Mardcr and lit
tie Mildred Kahlc.
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of "girly"

will have a splendid opportunity
to as delightful an act of this

as one could wish for.
It is the Six Southern Belles in "A
Southern Porch Party." The act is
a rare combination of smart songs,
sweet instrumental stunning
girls, the glow of beautiful
charming costumes and origi-
nality.
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nomenal voice, is another feature of the
bill that promises a wholesome twenty
minutes of pleasing entertainment
The Musical Hunters will add to the
melody element of the show with a
symposium of novel harmony.

In addition, there are two remark-- i
able feature acts on the bill that tax the
range of human ingenuity. One i

"Phasma," "spectacular and pictur-- I
csque goddess of light," ami the other is
Mine. Techow's Cats, a wonderful dem-

onstration of the art of educating
household pets, said to be the greatest
act of its kind in the world.

A reel of "furiously funny into film"
will wind up this excellent hmv.

OLYMPIC.
Opening Sunday matinee. October

24, Manager Harry Hart will offer the
"Tamro Otieens" with Flirting Dancing
TOKliYTA in her latest sensational
dance.

Wednesday night, Waltz Contests.
Friday night. Amateur, Saturday night,
Big Country Store. Always a new com-

pany. Always a new show at the
Olympic each week.

TEN PER GENT OF ALL APPLICANTS FOR

INSURANCE ARE REJECTED!

lthough each applicant is sure lie is going to pass,
it is net safe to wait. You do not know huw soon
you may be one of the ten per cent. There are good
reasons why you. should insure in the Union Central
Life Insurance Company of Cincinnati. The best rea-
son is that its policies arc so low in cost and yield
such large investment returns. Moreover its policies
are most liberal and contain many attractive features.
Then, too, the Company is forty-eig- years old and
has One Hundred and Four Million Dollars Assets.
There is not sufficient space here to tell the many
good things about the Union Central. Impure of

oi-- r nearest agent today.

The Union Central Life Insurance Company

of Cincinnati. Jesse R. Clark. President.

Assets, $104,000,000. Established 1867.
ACENTS EVERYWHERE.


